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DEDICATION

To the surviving families of the Tolberts, as | travel through this life as a young man, |
starved to modify many of my repetitive infantile, political, intellectual, myopic behaviors that is
indicative of life lessons still unconquered. Mistakes tick away the seconds, minutes, and |
realized these were factors of the environmental phenomena within the growing up years of
my life. | claimed and subscribed to philosophies and culturally conditioned apparatus that
were not my norms and ethos as a black-African. | consciously espoused altitudes that | knew
were wrong, | spiritually, morally, socially, and politically joined with others whom | surmised
were right for me. | therefore take this position that | believe is in my right to conquer and be
bigger than others are. Those of us who aspire to unity our people, our country, our
community, and our land, intuitively know that the entire fee for this lofty goal is selflessness.
Based upon this background, | wish to submit to the Almighty creator and our ancestors, to
give me the courage and strength to seek adamant repentance, atonement, and reconciliation
for my jubilation and simultaneous applauses and indirect involvement during the firing squad
of the 13 government officials of President Tolbert on the beach in 1980, Monrovia. | was
there and | was idealistically young and immaturely objective in thinking and participating in
collective organizational group movements. As Frank Emmanuel Tolbert articulated to the
PRC Military Tribunal hearing in 1980, “Such was the time and such was the condition”. | am
optimistic that many Liberians are with me in this period of atonement and reconciliatory
expression to the victims of President Tolbert and his officials on April 12, 1980... This book is
dedicated to his memory, work, and his officials who were assassinated with him. To the
Liberian people in particular who might had been subjective to the apparent comprehension of
President Tolbert Administration policy, development, and strategic framework for
implementation, instead of being objective and analytical, this book is also dedicated to their
courage of patience and unbiased conscientious understanding of the man Tolbert, and not
his party (The TWP) but his plans and the implementation of his agenda for Liberia. President
Tolbert was assassinated on April 12, 1980 through what | observed to have been a “rush to
judgment” reactionary process, manufactured by external and internal factors with the blood
on the hands of principal Liberian participants. Time has not been kind to my prediction of our
people after President Tolbert of Liberia; considering Post-Tolbert's Liberian experience, the
Doe’s experience and post-Doe’s experience. The Taylor's experience and post-Taylor's
experience. Based on my personal conjecture, President Tolbert aspired to have protected all
Liberians, the LAST, the LEAST, and the LOST by 1983 as a prelude to his 21 vision for
Liberia.

Finally, this book is dedicated to the fulfillment and the legitimate expectations of the
Liberian people who share the sentiment and the objective views inductively and objectively
deduced from watching, listening, learning, living, and reading and remembering Liberia and
its people from 1847 to 1971 and from 1971 to 1980 to evaluate the conditions of Liberi and
the Liberian people during those glorious days to enable you to tell the truth about President
Tolbert and openly articulate that: He Died Before His Plans Were Realized: President
Tolbert; A Political Crisis of Good Governance and Leadership Vacuum in Liberia: 1980-2003

and beyond.

AMOS MOHAMMED "DELUXE" SIRLEAF, PHD.
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The way they returned to Africa: sailing with the wind across the Atlantic



ABSTRACT:

Truth is timeless. Therefore this book belongs to the ages of Liberia’s traditional
and authentic historic, political, cultural, and leadership preservationists and
Reuvisionists facts finding intellectual missionaries and action brigades. For the
truth is of and about no time lines. The truth must be told fearlessly and objectively
by all free spirited human beings at any and all times. Therefore, this book spells a
new attempt at synthesis of the major contemporary trends of our times, especially
as contemporary intellectual and critical objective free thinking Liberians. This
authentic work and thought is about a man who pioneered a phase of human
history in the vast dimension and reflection of the following predictable
generations: (1) the generation of enslaved African-Self-determined experiences,
(2) the generation of the struggles for repatriation and settlement in Africa, land of
ancestries, (3) the generation of Euro logical imperialism and colonialism in the
home front, (4) the generation of Pan-Africanism, (5) the generation of African
Liberation struggle, (6) and the generation of the victim of the Post-Cold War-New
World Order and Africa/Liberia in Global Affairs, (7) finally, generation of young
Liberians who were followers and executors of instructions of collective actions.
Clearing out supervening strands and concentrating only on their relevance to the
evening of Dr. William Richard Tolbert, Jr.,;’s life has in this book profusely
dramatized the type of historical tragedy which must lead to a qualitative leap in
the Liberian global developmental revolution and fire the imagination of the rising
Liberian/African generation by bringing the personality of the central Liberian
historical chapter to the vortex of the problem in a way that distinguishes President
Tolbert from all other Liberian Presidents as the victim of his own liberalization and
Africa/Liberian Role in Global Affairs.

The author is attesting as a witness to these historical events of President
Tolbert. The march of time plays such fantastic tricks on the archetypes of Liberian
history that many well-meaning people, especially some Liberians intellectuals and
observers, unacquainted with the dialectics of the Liberian social, political, historic,
and cultural developmental dynamics and hegemony under President Tolbert, are

apt to stand agape, non-pulsed, at the swift succession of seemingly isolated



phenomena. These facts are in reality, so inextricably interlaced and
interdependent on Liberia, Africa, and the Global dynamics of President Tolbert’s
dreams and aspirations, that any attempt to treat them as separate entities is
bound to subvert reason of President Tolbert’s reality and run into a blind alley and
default of human reasoning ability. The authenticity of the facts of President
Tolbert’s indigenous African/Liberian sense of nationalism, Black political
empowerment, and self-sustainable development, and African-Liberian solidarity,
cannot be doubted nor questioned. Therefore the greatest challenge to any
Liberian political, social, domestic, regional, national, international, and spiritual
leadership is to re-evaluate the emergence and demise of President William
Richard Tolbert of Liberia, 1939 to 1980. Did President Tolbert actually deserve
assassination, which led to the destruction of Liberia by the Military Regime on
April 12, 1980 to the emergence of Charles Taylor's 14-years of genocidal civil
conflict from December 24, 1989-2003 to post Conflict Liberia situation (2004 to
present?

This book intends to make critical, strategic, and conceptual analyses on
major hypotheses of some historic theses of President Tolbert's objective mission
and actionable frameworks for Liberia and the African World. Many attempts will
be made to access some minor variables with some relative and empirical
justifications, in an effort to determine as to whether there existed every necessary,
realistic, prudent and eminent conditions that precipitated the over thrown and
assassination of President William Richard Tolbert of Liberia along with those
Liberians who were assassinated with him. This situation also led to the absolute
destruction of lives, properties, natural resources of Liberia from April 12, 1980 to
the present. These natural evolutions and human made events have left a
guestionable leadership vacuum in the Liberian Political structure. This study
argues that the death and destruction of President Tolbert and his administration
on April 12, 1980 by Samuel K.Doe military coup was not prudent, reasonable, and
justifiable. The study further argues that President Tolbert was one of the 20"
Century Black/African-Liberian Leaders who posed great challenges to America in

particular and The World Community on World Affairs in general. For instance,



President Tolbert's progressive position of The issues of The Liberation of
Palestine from the exploitation of Israel, South Africa, Angolia, and President
Tolbert's political ideological failure to succumb to President Harry Truman'’s'
doctrine of "containment” before the Cold War was officially declared in 1947, and
his adamant conviction of political, social, religious, ideological, sectional, and
ethnic diversity and pluralism also posed challenges to U.S. Non-Alignment Policy.
President Tolbert's regional, national, and international political, social, and
economic Open Door Policy that allowed Communist and Socialist nations to
develop diplomatic relations with Liberia, are some of the many major factors that
precipitated President Tolbert’'s assassination through the manifestation of the U.S.
and its covert partners, leading the indigenous Liberian soldiers and other anti-
Tolbert’s Americo-Liberians involvements to do their dirty job as usual. It must also
be pointed out as the study suggests that one of the consequences of rush to
judgment by the military and the Liberian intelligential also manifested and
perpetuated the death of President Tolbert. These sad state of affairs appeared to
have led Liberia in an unrecoverable Political Leadership phenomenon and of
good and nationalistic Liberian implications from April 12, 1980 to 2003 to post-
Charles Taylor regime. It is imperative to point out that the history of Liberia as the
author objectively perceives, is the history of a long and tireless efforts of good
people like President Tolbert, to broaden the franchise masses of the Liberian
people in a relatively settled condition. The Author, as a young man living in Liberia
as a tax paying Liberian citizen and unacquainted with Tolbert, | saw, witnessed,
lived, and breathed the Tolbert's Administration. From 1952 to 1982 and, prior to
October 16, 1982, | never left to live outside Africa/Liberia. Therefore | was never
absent from all of my senses in understanding the Tolbert Administration. | never
worked with the Liberian government but | understood the objective and policy of

the Chief Operating Officer (ECO) from an empirical research perspective.



